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27 Comments

 

• •

erikjensen •  

Point well taken, but why is it assumed that online learning consists of passively

watching "hours of lecture videos"? Is online learning really just about taking

campus-based lectures (a questionable teaching method at best), and putting

them on streaming video? I hope not.

   

• •

sisgett  •  

 But isn't that pretty much the way MOOCs operate?

   

• •

wmartin46 •  

> Only about 66 percent of American adults

> have broadband access at home

This is a meaningless statistic.  What is more important to ask is: “how many

adults in the US have access to broadband on their street?” 

This number will likely include everyone in the major cities, and

probably in the minor cities, too.  And given that broadband is also delivered

by satellite, the number of people with accessible-broadband is probably over

90%.

The underlying issue here is that on-line courses need to be

designed for people with computers, not necessarily access to high-speed

broadband.  There is no reason that any course that is designed for on-line

delivery

can not also be configured to be delivered, more-or-less, via DVD/Blu-Ray

discs.  While not being on-line negates some possible interactivity with other

people, there is no reason that most courseware should not be viable when

delivered from a disc.

People can download the material from a library, or simply receive a disc in the

mail. 

This is more of a non-issue, than not.

   

• •

Aidian Holder  •  

Why is that a meaningless statistic?  If you're priced out, it really doesn't

matter where the closest fiber drop is.  And here in America we pay lots

more for lots less when it comes to internet access than most other first

world countries.

Oh yeah, and satellite broadband?  If you're rich and patient, maybe.

 But it's not an alternative to a real wired connection. 

   

outreachatesc  •  

The statistic is actually quite powerful. Once upon a time, the US had an

objective of universal telecommunications service. When Ma Bell was

broken up, the number was up around 98, not bad. There was a patch

work of life line services mandated by state governments to boot. And,

facilities passed every location ... Even if a single line from main road to

the farm house. With no mandate, fiber is NOT everywhere and cable

and phone companies have focused on content NOT connectivity.

Looking back, maybe a natural monopoly made some sense. Think

about an affordable fiber backbone reaching every home school
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